
Thursday, December 12, 2024

Hosted by:
Jess Porter, Senior Program Director, MSAC
Chad Buterbaugh, Deputy Director, MSAC



Reference Shot of Features (1 of 2)

Meeting Title
/



Reference Shot of Features (2 of 2)

In “More 
Options” 



Land Acknowledgement Statement
We acknowledge the lands and waters now known as Maryland are the home of its first 
peoples: the Accohannock Indian Tribe, Assateague People’s Tribe, Cedarville Band of 
Piscataway Indians, Choptico Band of Indians, Lenape Tribe, Nanticoke Tribe, 
Nause-Waiwash Band of Indians, Piscataway Conoy Tribe, Piscataway Indian Nation, 
Pocomoke Indian Nation, Susquehannock Indians, Youghiogheny River Band of Shawnee, 
and tribes in the Chesapeake watershed who have seemingly vanished since the coming 
of colonialism. We acknowledge that this land is now home to other tribal peoples living 
here in diaspora. We acknowledge the forced removal of many from the lands and 
waterways that nurtured them as kin. We acknowledge the degradation that continues to 
be wrought on the land and waters in pursuit of resources. We acknowledge the right of 
the land and waterways to heal so that they can continue to provide food and medicine 
for all. We acknowledge that it is our collective obligation to pursue policies and practices 
that respect the land and waters so that our reciprocal relationship with them can be 
fully restored. 



Equity and Justice Statement

The arts celebrate our state’s diversity, connect our shared humanity, and 
transform individuals and communities. The Maryland State Arts Council 
(MSAC) and its supporting collaborators are committed to advancing and 
modeling equity, diversity, accessibility, and inclusion in all aspects of our 
organizations and across communities of our state.
MSAC and its grantees are committed to embracing equity and 
non-discrimination regardless of race, religious creed, color, age, gender 
expression, sexual orientation, class, language, and/or ability.



Vision 

The Maryland State Arts Council plays an essential role ensuring every 

person has access to the transformative power of the arts. 

Mission 
Maryland State Arts Council advances the arts in our state by providing 

leadership that champions creative expression, diverse programming, 

equitable access, lifelong learning, and the arts as a celebrated contributor 

to the quality of life for all the people of Maryland. 



Access
Bolster access to arts experiences and resources 

Awareness
Amplify the stories of Maryland’s arts sector and the  value of public support

Connection
Foster networks within and beyond the arts sector 

Equity
Cultivate a thriving arts ecosystem centered in equity 

Leadership
Commit to a culture of care and innovation 

 



MSAC Professional Development
Follow MSAC’s Eventbrite page for updates about free professional 
development opportunities

● Topic-specific sessions on Financial 
Management, Legal Advice, Marketing 
Strategies, Strategic Planning, Board 
Engagement, and more. 

● Coffee with the Council 
● Creative Conversations 
● Regional Office Hours 
● Maryland Arts Summit (visit mdarts.org)

Propose a topic by emailing msac.commerce@maryland.gov
Sign up for our mailing list at tinyurl.com/MSACsMailingList

mailto:msac.commerce@maryland.gov
https://tinyurl.com/MSACMailingList


MSAC relies on a diverse array of constituents 

from across the state to give input in a variety 

of ways.

● Panelists evaluate applications

● Editors give input on program policies

● Schedule of public calls and details at 

msac.org/about/ways-get-involved 

● Apply in SmartSimple

● Training and support

● Compensation provided for service

Ways to Get Involved

https://www.msac.org/about/ways-get-involved


Creative Meeting Actions
Celebrate being in the space with other creative people.
Engage with everyone’s presence as a gift. 
Acknowledge that together we know a lot.
Enter the conversation with curiosity and inquiry.
Share your idea and trust that it will be heard.
Use “I” statements.
Focus your language on the task at hand.
Hold one another accountable with care. 
Apply “Yes, and!” - "I hear your idea and I'm going to add to it!"
Balance speaking and listening.



Agenda

● Grounding Slides

● Program Overview

● Application Walkthrough

● Question-and-Answer

● Reflection & Closing



Program Overview

Purpose & Components
● $2,500 grant

● Holistic support that is not product or 

project-based

● Supports working or living expenses



Program Overview

2025 Grant Cycle
● Application Deadline: January 17, 2025

● Eligibility-based review

● No critical review of work 

samples/submissions

● Grantees chosen at random

● Funds must be used or obligated by the 

end of FY 2025 (June 30, 2025)



Program Overview

Eligible Applicants must be:
● Artists providing evidence of a sustained 

creative practice
● Maryland residents 18 or older
● Creating work unaffiliated with an 

organization, institution or “entity”

Eligible Applicants must not be:
● Enrolled in any matriculated high school, 

undergraduate or graduate degree 
program

● 2024 GFA grant recipients



Program overview

Grants for Artists funds may be used for:

Administrative costs, consultant fees, contractual services, daycare services, 

entry fees, equipment rental, exhibition costs, financial tools or planning, 

food, housing, insurance, studio or workspace costs, materials and supplies, 

marketing costs, medical costs, payment to technical crews, fabricators, or 

collaborators, professional memberships, performance costs, production 

costs, student loans, submission fees for grant or residency applications, travel 

and transportation, utilities, website development, and other costs associated 

with independent artists’ working and living expenses 



Program overview

Grants for Artists funds may not be used for:
● Activities performed as part of regular, continuing employment with an 

entity (e.g., non-profit organizations, LLCs, institutions, government 

agencies, etc.)

● Capital improvements or purchases of permanent equipment

● Acquisition of capital assets



Program overview

Grants for Artists funds may not be used for
● Contributions to:

○ Any persons who hold, or are candidates for, elected office

○ Any political party, organization, or action committee

○ Any political campaign or referendum

● Lobbying activities

● Expenses for which the applicant has been awarded funds through 

another MSAC grant program (i.e., funds received through the Grants for 

Artists program may not be spent on projects that are supported by funds 

from MSAC grant programs other than Grants for Artists). 



Program overview

Other Requirements

● Application submitted via SmartSimple

● Submission of completed W-9 form

● Report due at end of funding period

○ share how funds were used

○ anecdotes about impact of funding 



Application Review and Selection Process

Notification

All applicants notified via 

Smart Simple

Grantees receive 

agreement forms and 

payment

Application Review

Eligibility Based

Criteria: 

General Eligibility

Artist Status

Eligible Spending Plan

Selection

All eligible 

applications are 

entered into 

randomized selection 

process

NotificationEligibility Review Selection



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough

More in Artist Details… 



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough



Application walkthrough



Q&A



Thank 
You!

To learn about similar topics, news & to keep in touch, please join our 
mailing list at tinyurl.com/MSACsMailingList 

https://tinyurl.com/MSACMailingList

